
Developing a Supportive 

Housing Program

Learnings and 
Challenges



What is 1900 Sheppard?

¹ 1900 is a 27 unit transitional and 
supportive housing program for parenting 
youth

¹ The apartments are subsidized and rented 
by Toronto Community Housing 
Corporation (TCHC) 

¹ Humewood House has programs on the 
lower level. We have a large kitchen and 
community room, a playroom, resource 
room with offices and donation/food bank 
rooms. 







Why housing for parenting 

youth?

¹ A baby died in 1997 in a shelter for 
homeless families

¹ His death caused public outrage

¹ A network formed to address the issues of 
young parents no fixed address (YPNFA)

¹ The inquest revealed that young people 
with limited resources need a whole range 
of supports when parenting



The vision

In house programs

Å Housing worker

Å Parenting programs

Å Prenatal programs

Å Lifeskills 

Å Counselling 

Å Crisis intervention

Å Addiction counselling 

Community Programs 

ÅPermanent housing

ÅEmployment programs

ÅEducation 

ÅDental 

ÅNutrition

ÅHealth 

ÅChild protection

Åincome support

Parents ready for 
independence 

Parents participating 
in programs and 
working on goals for 
independence 

Pregnant youth in 
crisis seeking basic 
support ïfood and 
shelter 

Homeless youth 



Challenge #1 

The vision was BIG! 

TOO BIG 



Learning #1 

Take the 

opportunities that come

Keep it simple



Challenge #2 

NIMBY 



Learning #2 

Donôt wait until you know the answers ï
get started.  Maybe is enough.

ñMaybe is not a cautious word. It is a defiant claim of 
possibility in the face of a status quo we are 
unwilling to acceptéa potent word for the brave, the 
inventive, the adventurouséto éhelp lift people out 
of poverty & indignity, break the grip of 
intoleranceé..and lighten our footprint on the fragile 
earth.ò

Getting to Maybe : Frances Westley, Brenda Zimmerman & Michael Patton:






